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NSC BRIEFING : THE SOVIST DILEMMA IN ALGERIA

I. The Soviet dilemma in aAlgeria is to uvhold the principle of anti-colonialism
without antagonizing the French.

4. Supvort for people resisting colonialism is fundamental to the well
advertised Soviet nolicy, and koscow camnot afford to anpear to be
abandoning it. This would hurt the Soviet position in all of Asia and
(as applies to ilgeria) particularly in the ¥iddle East,

B. Moscow considers France the weak link in NATO, reco]g}ﬁhes the extent of
anti-smerican feeling current in France, and hopes to win rrance sway
from kex a firm alliance with the West--particularly on such issues as
disarmament. But France is very sensitive on the lorth African
question,

II. This dilemma is evident in the shifting position of the French Communist
party.b

A. Imockexcpsst It M8 adhered firmly to the princisle of indevendence for
Algeria, until last October.

B. In Cctober it shifted to ewphasize indenendence within the French Union

for the Horth african vossessions.

Approved For Release 2002/07/03 : StatBIRYARPEBRAALUTNE66023-2



Approved For Release 2002/07/03 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000700030023-2

e A

C. Becent French Communist provaganda has emphasized the links between

France and Alzeria amet and has avoided talking about independence,

D. The French Commnist party suoported premier kiollet on 12 lsarch in the

IIT.

votes of confidence giving him hroad nowers in Algeria. This also

served the nurpose of msintaining the illusion of a wnopular front by
helning to keen the Joclalist-led governmment in power,

Soviet dipléizacy has also shown increasing concern over French sensitivity

v/

on Horth ifrica/f;ince the French leaders canceled their original visit to

N

loscow following the Sgviet vote for a discussion of Algeriaf in the UN

last fall.

A, Khrushchev in CGctober issued an ambiguous statement exnressing hope for

a solution of the Morth African guestion which would take into account the

rights and interests of the peonles of the IFrench Union while stressing

Soviet Mmoral support and sympathy with national liberation aspitations of

neoples .t

B. A Soviet diplomat elaborated on that, said the USSR wanted F.ance to

retain her position in Horth Africa because it discovered in Indochina

that when France wwoves out of an area the Americans move i,
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V.

After Faure and Pinay cancelled their TMoscow trip last October, a Soviet
dirlomat indicated that the Soviet leaders would have 1liked to discuss
North Africa with the French. The subject will probsbly come vp during
the Mollet-Pineau visit now scheduled for micd-May.

A. The 1T95R's onroblem is to maneuver carefully so2s to convert sk ;z;m

dilem~a in Algeria into an opportunity--to convince the French of its

svmnathy while maintaining its public posture as a foe of colonialism.
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IV. Ambassador Dillon,m= obliged to counter rising anti-Americanism, affirmed

. . ""‘\,._‘_\ //
American support for France's North African policy/on 20 Marckxl./ -

official and press
A, Twkx Initial/pessx response very favorable.

B. Unfavorable Moslem reaction anticipated
¢. Later French reaction may be more tempered, More inclinatlon to judge

words of speech in terms of concrete assistance offered.
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